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The  Working  C lass  Against  Fascism 

£on*rode  Dimitrov  s Speech  in  Reply  to  the  Discussion. 

Col nrfldes ! 1 he  very  full  discussion  on  my  rcivort  shows  the 
■ ,niensc  interest  taki-n  hy  the  Congress  in  the  fundamental  tac- 
"’l  problems  and  tasks  of  the  struggle  of  the  working  class 
41  jnst  the  offensive  of  capital  and  fascism,  against  the  threat  of 
Imperialist  war. 

11  Summing  Up  the  eight-day  discussion  we  can  state  that  all  the 
riticip;,l  propositions  contained  in  the  report  have  met  with  the 
unanimous  approval  of  the  Congress.  None  of  the  speakers 
rtbjccted  to  the  tactical  line  we  have  projtosed  or  to  the  resolu- 
which  has  been  submitted. 

j venture  to  say  that  at  none  of  the  previous  Congresses  of  the 
Communist  International  has  such  ideological  and  political 
solidarity  been  revealed  as  at  the  present  Congress.  (Applause.) 

The  complete  unanimity  displayed  at  the  Congress  indicates  that 
the  necessity  °f  revising  our  policy  and  tactics  in  accordance  with 
the  changed  conditions  and  with  due  regard  for  the  most  abun- 
dant and  instructive  experience  of  the  past  few  years,  has  come 
t0  be  fully  recognised  in  our  ranks. 

This  unanimity  may  undoubtedly  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  important  prerequisites  fes  success  in  solving  the  paramount 
immediate  problem  of  the  international  proletarian  movement, 
namely*  wfafc/ij/iiitg  unify  of  action  of  all  sections  of  the-  working 
class  in  the  struggle  against  fascism. 

The  successful  solution  of  this  problem  requires,  first,  that 
Communists  skilfully  wield  the  weapon  of  Marairt-Leuiutsf 
analysis,  while  carefully  studying  the  specific  conditions  and  the 
alignment  of  class  forces  as  they  develop,  and  plan  their  activity 
and  struggle  accordingly.  We  must  mercilessly  root  out  the 
weakness,  not  infrequently  observed  in  our  comrades,  for  cut- 
and-dried  schemes,  lifeless  formulas  and  ready-made  patterns. 
We  must  put  an  end  to  the  state  of  affairs  in  which  Communists, 
when  lacking  the  knowledge  or  ability  for  Marxist- Leninist 
analysis,  substitute  general  phrases  and  slogans  such  as  " the 
revolutionary  way  out  of  the  crisis,”  without  making  the  slightest 
serious  attempt  to  explain  the  conditions,  the  relationship  of  class 
forces,  the  degree  of  revolutionary  maturity  of  the  proletariat 
and  the  toiling  masses,  and  the  level  of  influence  of  the  Com- 
munist i’arty  necessary  to  render  such  a revolutionary  way  out  of 
the  crisis  possible.  Without  such  an  analysis  all  these  catch- 


,ud  .«  shells,  empty  ph ro»e»  w lik*h  only  oh 
become  1,1  Without  * concrete  Mnrx.M.f 
our  tnsks  ofthedey  ^ corrtV,|y  to  pr«wm  and  sou-/1 
analysis  we  shall  nets  em  of  thc  prok-tar.an  from  a„d  * 

problem  of  *•*&£*“  problem  of  »ur  attitude  towards  jbjj 

general  ^"  problem  of  the  processes  _K<.mR  on 

KeoisHkmocrao^  nartfculariy  among  lhv  ^laMJwmocta,: 
the  working  imitcd  front  Kovcrnnu-nt,  or  any  of 


^ nartlCIlfitiv  ,wvrat L 

the  working  <*»?■  J „ united  front  government  or  any  of  £* 
workers,  th*  J,ft  cW  and  complex  problems  with  which  life  itself 
numerous  otjwr  ^ cIaW  struggle  confronts  us  no*  atl(j 

and  the  de\e  u future. 

will  confront  «s  people— ^people  who  have  grown  u. 

Second,  we  nets  ‘ * have  sprung  from  their  evervrfJ! 


■T  " jj-’f  P/  11  I T 

Second,  we  neci  ^ . hnve  sprung  from  their  every,]  *' 

from  the  masses  of  n{  act;OI,  wholeheartedly  devoted  to 
struggle,  people  of  le  whose  brains  and  hands  will  Rjv 

cause  of  the  proletariat,  I ->  CongfCWi  Without  Bolshevik 
effect  to  the  <}«>«  * w shall  be  unable  to  solve  the  enormoui 

Leninist -Stalinist  c.  tui]crs  in  thc  tight  against  fascism. 

problems  that  equipped  with  thc  compass  of  Marxist. 

Third  we  nc^  p L/Jvho  are  unable  to  make  skilful  us*  of 
l*cor> , for  pe  _P  make-shift  politics,  take  de. 

this  w case,  and  lose  the  broad  Perspective  0[ 

gSA  which  "shows  the  masses  where  we  arc  going  at* 
whither  we  arc  leading  the  toilers. 

Ko"r,h.  we  need  the  Off.-™-*"  »/'  '*  »•“««  >»  «;<•«  «?  Put 
,_.v:ons  into  practice.  Our  ideological  and  political 

our  decisto  enough.  We  must  put  n stop  to  reliance  oij 

f r,Wt“v“  ITSZ^  (OP  the  hope  that  the  mcveme„” 

i-ould  develop  of  its  own  accord),  which  is  one  of  our  fund,. 
^'k  nesses.  We  must  remember  that  without  persistent, 

prolonged,  patient,  and  sometimes  apparently  thankless  organise. 
Lai  work  on  our  part,  the  masses  will  never  make  for  the  Com- 
munist  shore.  In  order  to  be  able  to  organise  the  masses  we  must 
acquire  Lenin's  and  Stalin's  art  of  making  our  decisions  the 
property  not  only  of  the  Communists  but  also  of  the  broadest 
masses  of  the  toilers.  We  must  learn  to  talk  to  the  masses,  not  in 
the  language  of  book  formulas,  but  in  the  language  of  fighters  in 
the  cause  of  the  masses,  whose  every  word,  whose  every  idea 
reflects  the  innermost  thoughts  and  sentiments  of  millions. 

It  is  with  these  problems  that  I should  like  to  deal  in  my 

closing  speech . 

Comrades  ! The  Congress  has  welcomed  the  new  tactical  lines 
with  great  enthusiasm  and  unanimity,  Enthusiasm  and  unanimity 


a]t  very  well,  of  course;  but  it  is  still  better  when  these  are 
***  with  a v. cll-conSjdei cd  and  critical  approach  to  the 

that  confront  ns,  with  a prnin-r  i • .mprtlu-n  ion  of  the 


l(j  that  comront  ns,  uhii  n printer  comprehension  of  the 
Y^ijdoiis  adopted  and  a u-ai  ni.di  : .landing  of  the  means  and 
.thods  by  which  thv-c  decisions  urc  to  be  applied  to  the 
t^ticular  circumstances  of  each  country. 

,\ftvi  all.  we  have  before  now  unanimously  adopted  good  re  so* 
but  the  trouble  was  that  not  infrequently  after 
^opting  these  decisions,  v.e  at  best  made  them  the  property  of 
at  the  small  vanguard  of  the  working  class.  These  decisions 
not  become  ilc  h and  blood  of  the  broad  mas*es;  they  did  not 
iconic  a guide  to  the  action  of  the  millions. 


C30  v;e  assert  that  we  have  already  finally  abandoned  this 
formal  approach  to  adopted  decisions?  N>.,  It  must  be  said  that 
ven  at  this  Congress  the  speeches  of  some  of  the  comrades  gave 
f|jcation  of  remnants  of  formalism;  a desire  made  itself  felt  at 
times  to  substitute  for  the  concrete  analysis  of  reality  and  life’s 
cXperience  some  sort  of  new  scheme,  some  sort  of  new,  over* 
j^plified  lifeless  formula,  to  represent  as  actually  existing  what 
*.e  desire,  but  does  not  yet  exist. 


The  Struggle  Against  Fascism  Musi  Be  Concretised. 

Xo  general  characterisation  of  fascism,  however  correct  in 
jtsclf.  can  relieve  us  of  the  need  to  study  and  take  into  account 
the  specific  development  of  fascism  and  the  various  forms  of 
fascist  dictatorship  in  the  individual  countries  and  at  its  various 
stageS'  ^ is  necessary  in  each  country  to  investigate,  study  and 
ascertain  the  national  peculiarities,  the  specific  national  features 
of  fascism  and  map  out  accordingly  effective  methods  and  forms 
of  struggle  against  fascism. 

Lenin  persistently  warned  us  against  " stereotyped  methods 
and  mechanical  levelling,  against  rendering  tactical  rules,  rules 
of  struggle,  identical.”  This  warning  is  particularly  to  the  point 
when  it  is  a question  of  fighting  an  enemy  who  so  subtly  and 
Jesuitically  exploits  the  national  sentiments  and  prejudices  of  the 
masses  and  their  anti-capitalist  inclinations  in  the  interests  of  big 
capital.  Such  an  enemy  musf  be  known  to  perfection,  from  every 
angle.  We  must  without  any  delay  whatever  react  to  his  various 
manoeuvres,  discover  his  hidden  moves,  he  prepared  to  repel  him 
in  any  arena  and  at  any  moment.  We  must  not  hesitate  even  to 
learn  from  thc  enemy  if  that  will  help  us  more  quickly  and  more 
effectively  to  wring  his  neck.  (,df>pfauie.) 

5 


iivt;.kc  (<>  l.*V  versa  1 rule 


I,  would  b*  « ^ to  cover  nil  countries  mul  all  ,*<>,„  ** 
Ihvdopment  of  *f~J1hel|>>  but  hampci  u>  •»  carrying  „„  „ riaj 
SWCh  a rule  «****  everything  else,  *uct»  n rule  w ould  result  j() 
struggle.  AP*1,1  j jMti*  the  cninp  of  fn^  isiu  those  section, 

indiscriminately  thru?*'*  sj(  0|KT|y  approached,  cold.  nt  a * 

,h<  5»  »•  «■'  «»S, 

tain  stage  , . -.  least  be  neutralist 

fascism,  or  con  i ^ (|,e  development  of  fascism 


* . . Mjf\  till  II  t ■ '’'Vtjit 

is  true  that  there  weu  I<VanCc,  which  went  through  several 
in  Germany  as  there  «r  an(J  nineteenth  centuries.  It  is  tr»K. 

revolutions  in  the  cish  ^ lvon  the  war  and  forced  the  Vtr. 

that  France  is  a count  } ies  that  the  national  sentiments  of 
sail  1m  system  on  other  « bt.cn  hurt  as  they  have  been  jn 
the  Frcnch  pco|>Ie  h or  ^ such  a great  part.  It  is  tn,e 
Germany  where  t hi-  ■ *s  of  the  peasantry  are  pro- Republic 

that  in  France  the  ba.  t - ^ South,  in  contrast  with 

and  anti* fascist , **!**■";  f., seism  came  to  power  a considerable 
SoTJf'tSr^mr'y  was*  under  the  influence  of  reactionary 

parties.  ^withstanding  the  existing  differences  in  the 

But.  cwnJr^t‘h  fiscist  movement  in  France  and  in  Germany, 
development  of !t  vvhjch  impede  the  onslaught  of 

notwithstanding  |d  be  shortsightedness  not  to  notice  the 

fascism  in  h rant e,  fascist  peril  and  to  under- 

a,S W rf  rn  tad*  c<mt  ***».  Moreover,  a 
numlx'reof  (ac^  in  France  favour  the  development  of  fascism. 
On"  must  not  tenet  that  the  economic  mm  «*•*  commenced 
later  in  France  than  in  other  capitalist  countr.es,  , 

deepea  and  shar,mn.  and  this  greatly  fac.htates  the  orgy  of 
fascist  demagogy.  French  fascism  holds  strong  pos.uons  m the 
army,  among  the  officers,  such  as  the  National  Socialists  did  not 
have  in  the  Reichstvehr  before  their  advent  to  power.  Further- 
more, in  no  other  country,  perhaps,  has  the  parliamentary  regime 
been  corrupted  to  such  an  enormous  extent  and  caused  such 
indignation  among  the  masses  as  in  France.  Nor  must  it  he  for- 
joiten  that  the  development  of  fascism  is  furthered  by  the  French 
►ourgeoisie’s  keen  fear  of  losing  its  political  and  military 
tegemony  in  Europe. 


flench  successes  scorc*<l  by  the  an l i -fascist 

JTlcnt  *n  l*ra*UV|  which  Comrades  Thoicz  and  Cachin 
spoken  hci  c,  ami  nvff  which  Wf  so  heartily  rejoice  t arc  si  ill 
indicrtting  that  tin*  toiling  masses  have  definitely  sue- 
j i iu  blocking  the  road  to  fasciitn,  I must  emphatically 
0jvtL*  more  the  full  importance  of  the  tasks  of  the  French 
*trCt  inc  class  in  the  Struggle  against  fascism,  of  which  I already 
•jK  my  re,».rt. 

**jt  would  likewise  he  dangerous  to  cherish  illusions  regarding 
, weakness  of  fascism  in  other  countries  where  it  dots  not  enjoy 

* broad  mass  base,  We  have  the  example  of  such  countries  as 

* ’.-aria,  Yugoslavia  and  Finland,  where  fascism,  although 
I'd  no  broad  base,  came  to  power,  relying  on  the  armed  forces  of 

he  state,  ®nt*  lhcn  s,,l|Sbt  to  broaden  its  base  by  making  use  of 
{he  State  apparatus. 

Comrade  hutt  was  right  in  his  contention  that  there  was  a 
mlcncy  amongst  us  to  contemplate  fascism  in  general,  without 
*\ing  i|lt<>  account  the  specific  features  of  the  fascist  movement 
! jfjc  various  countries,  erroneously  classifying  all  reactionary 
measures  of  the  bourgeoisie  as  fascism  and  going  as  far  ns  calling 
entire  non-Coimnunist  camp  fascist.  The  struggle  against 
fascism  was  not  strengthened  bn.  rather  weakened  in  con- 

Even  now  we  still  have  survivals  of  a stereotyped  approach  to 
the  question  of  fascism.  When  some  comrades  assert  that 
Roosevelt's  " New  Deal  **  repre-ents  an  ever  clearer  and  more 
pronounced  form  of  the  development  of  the  bourgeoisie  towards 
fascism  than  the  " National  Government  ” in  Great  Britain , for 
example,  is  this  not  a manifestation  of  such  a stereotyped 
approach  to  the  question  ? One  must  indeed  be  a confirmed  addict 
of  the  use  of  hackneyed  schemes  not  to  see  that  the  most  reac- 
tionary circles  of  American  finance  capital  which  are  attacking 
Roosevelt  represent  first  and  foremost  the  very  force  which  is 
stimulating  and  organising  the  fascist  movement  in  the  I’nited 
States.  Not  to  see  the  beginnings  of  real  fascism  in  the  United 
States  behind  the  hypocritical  outpourings  of  these  circles  " in 
defence  of  the  democratic  rights  of  the  American  citizen  ” is 
tantamount  to  misleading  the  working  class  in  the  struggle 
against  its  worst  enemy. 

In  the  colonial  and  semi-colonial  countries  there  can  be  no 
question  of  the  kind  of  fascism  that  we  are  accustomed  to  see  in 
Germany,  Italy  and  other  capitalist  countries.  Here  we  must 
study  and  take  into  account  the  quite  different  economic,  political 


i * v * • - - — - ------ 

•he  question  of  fascism. 
Roosevelt’s  “ New  Deal  *’ 


.,,r.liiu-c  with  which  fascism  i. 

. i contHti°n9‘  peculiar  forms  oflts  o*„ 

I'naM*  to  ‘1  whl)  sutK-r  f ,(  ralLful  and  concrete  stt|() 
sonic  com^utal  (ionship  of  class  forces.  U„|jk 

general.  ion  ^ ,hC aim.  they  remind  us  of 

5f  the  m ‘ v‘  Wi,h  Mi*"™  d unfailiiiRly  miss  the 


(/'w'o^tTd 

snil*^  x^°  . , f/i£  ^nfi-i'astrtsf  /Vo^ic1* 

* I II  j*  f 

Tkf  Vnil'd  1 "’  f ' tllcssly  racking  their  brains  ovt-t 

Some  con..a<I«  «»««<  » /.on, 

f mi*iLr  the  anti-fascist  people1* 

.M'CnS  " 3<1  tr°'U  0t,": 

front  ^ establishment  of  the  united  pro* 

proJetana  • thot(  since  the  ■ f Social-Democracy  in  a 

° „'f  ont  '»cc.s  with  at  once  with  building  „p 

|,»X  of ‘T'f : j:;  ften  dcvcio,.  the  onited  working-cU* 

l^'Tn  this  host3*  understand  that  the  united 

P^dcntlv  both  groups  f‘>  1 . people’s  front  are  inter- 

.etsri  n kon.  and  th« t « »*£  'paSng  into  the  other  in  th, 
md  interwoven,  the  fascism  as  a consequence 

r^'o.  **  is  — * 

no Chi!i« ««  “ hkM|,ItoX,»W°sed  'h:,t  “ i?.imP°ssibl<!."> 
For  it  cannot  !**»»[  lfi.s  front  without  securm* 

establish  a Rename  «•«*  ,.£  dost  itself,  the  *»■*»»  !<••» 
the  unite  ol  action  oi  the  » A(  the  same  time,  the  funfair 
nf  this  anti-fascist  people  s ■ front  depends,  to  a con- 


<U*'s 
tht 


Chinese  wall  , sui>i~— 

tor  it  cannot  be  le*s  front  without  sec, 

Wish  a genuine  »«“■•«  cbs5  itself,  the  tu.d.ng  /out 
unitv  ol  action  ol  the  ■ ' At  (he  same  time,  the  furtlm 
his  anti-fascist  I'coi'le  S (ront  depends,  to  a con* 

elopment  of  the  uni.rf  £**£“*,  into  a people's  from 
r/ihle  degree,  uj>on  us 


unity  of  action  - - m _ 

his  anti-fascist  peol'le  » ' , . (ton,  depends,  to  a con* 

elopment  ol  the  tm.trf  into  a people's  fa* 

rable  degree,  uj>on  iw 

Inst  fascism.  . vmirselves  a devotee  of  cut-and* 

Comrades  ! Just  pictur  our  resolution  and  con- 

a theories  of  this  kmd,  ^ . 

irst  ''locaf  united  "proletarian  front  from  below; 

' 8 


Thcii,  rvKn'ilili  united  front  from  t iclow; 

Th«rc»fu,,»  f*11111  (ram  above,  p.j^mg  through  the  same 

* 'f lied'  imiiy  hi  the*  trade-  union  movement; 

^ficr  that,  the  enlistment  of  other  antifascist  parties; 

to  he  followed  by  the  extended  people’s  front,  from 
a^ye  and  from  below; 

;\llcT  which  the  movement  must  be  raised  to  a higher  level, 

liticnli^1’  revolutionised,  and  soon  and  so  forth-  (Laughter.! 

^ You  will  say  t comrades,  that  this  is  shear  nonsense.  I agree 
,ijj  ypu.  Jhil  the  unfortunate  thing  is  that  in  some  form  or 
Vher  this  kin<l  ol  sectarian  nonsense  is  still  to  tie  found  quite 
frequently  in  our  ranks. 

How  does  the  matter  really  stand  ? Of  course . we  must  strive 
very  where  for  a broad  anti-fascist  i*oi  >lc’s  front  of  stniRgle 
c 0jnst  fascism.  Hut  in  a number  of  countries  ive  shall  not  get 
heyond  general  talk  about  the  s-ei»plv*s  front,  unless  \\v  succeed  in 
the  masses  of  the  workers  for  the  pin  pose  of  breaking 
down  the  resistance  of  Social-Democracy  to  the  formation  of  a 
proletarian  united  front  of  struggle.  'Jliis  is  how  the  matter 
st  iiuls,  above  all  in  ( Ireat  Britain  where  the  working  class  corn- 
rises  the  majority  of  the  population  and  where  the  bulk  of  the 
forking  class  follows  the  lead  of  the  trade  unions  and  the  I.alxmr 
Party.  That  is  how  matters  stand  in  Belgium  and  in  the  Scan- 
dinavian countries  where  the  numerically  small  Communist 
parties  must  face  strong  mass  trade  unions  and  numerically  large 
Cocjal-Deinocratic  Parties. 

In  these  countries  the  Communists  would  commit  a very 
serious  political  mistake  if  they  shirked  the  struggle  to  establish 
a united  proletarian  front  under  cover  of  general  talk  about  a 
people’s  front  which  cannot  be  formed  without  the  participation 
of  the  mass  working-class  organisations.  In  order  tu  bring  about 
a genuine  people’s  front  in  these  countries,  the  Communists  must 
carry  out  an  enormous  amount  of  political  and  organisational 
work  among  the  masses  of  the  workers.  They  must  overcome  the 
preconceived  ideas  of  these  masses  who  regard  their  mass 
reformist  organisations  as  already  the  embodiment  of  proletarian 
unity.  They  must  convince  these  masses  that  the  establishment 
of  a united  front  with  the  Communists  means  a shift  on  the  part 
of  those  masses  to  the  position  of  the  class  struggle,  and  that 
this  shift  alone  will  guarantee  success  in  the  struggle  against  the 
offensive  of  capital  and  fascism.  We  shall  not  overcome  these 


rhC  ,^nt  »'^T  ie  rous.nt  aURM*  have  thvir  <>wa 
siroUK  I^nu.„t , Where  tin ■ > riuHc;llisol  as  a result  of 

labour  '*  which  «rc „pi,res>i<»»  «v»kvs  ituli8l,ati 

O ^ xv)K.,c  natiouul  PPfe  (hc  development  of  lhft 

;,^,irKlUthe  national  m««M  “ w ill  pr-.ved  pal  let  with  t],< 

Epic's  of  r* iSlwHan  fro.it.  anti  at  t.mes  m thU 

general  I1*  . , united  V{°_  general  people  s front  may 

*•*?!£  "»">•  i 

tyl*  <’1  °|  ,i,c  inoveme"1  „.hich  is  in  Out  process  ol  , 
even  outstr  like  Sp#"  • c ;t  be  said  that,  because 

b0“tST^riit  is  split  UP  »lto  "Uinff  class  must  first  be  establish^ 

unity  of  the  work ^ front  against  1-erroux  m 
p]ete  hght.  ft  workcrs'  and  PC‘  , th(,  question  m this  way  * 
lure  before  * ,?  By  tack  peasantry,  would  in  tffect 

Oil  RJ°!)1‘f!e  the  proletariat  froi  1 J^wiatl  revolution,  would 
would  «»tot  * t1he  slogan  of  ®opk.  to  disunite  the  prolt. 

be  'v,!'d^ier  for  the  encm'cs  ^ ' peafi„.nry  in  opposition  to 
uiake  it  ea-  antrv,  and  .«  ' ns  js  well  known,  wasont 

tariat  tliis*  con  * 1 ■ defeated  in  n.- 


£ vviU^ru"‘'  / ihfl  pneu*  - 

nake  it  easier  ^santrVi  mid  «*l **“ *s  vvell  known,  wasont 

:anat  and  yct  tins,  cm  * ’ ] ss  was  defeated  in  ftt 

the  working  d-J^  wfay  tbe  working 

f tii.i  mam  rc*»—  , ,, 

vtober  events  of  1934-  hc  forgotten  : m all  country 

5 ? -peer  one  thing  must  n0  . smaU  in  numbers,  whtif 

vh  re  h prol«ari«  b **»  I"*-** 

h "ntrv  and  the  urban  pci  > effort  to  set  up  a firn 

^ more  necessary  to  > so  that  it  may  be  able  to 


Mbevevcrllone  thing  i»ust  'lively  small  in  numbers,  wne* 

^ h roletana.  b jjflgg**  »*■ 

‘ ntrv  and  the  urban  pci  > effort  to  set  up  a firm 

'VS  the  more  neces^ry  to*^  b:o  that  it  may  be  able  t4 

nited  front  of  the  work  K with  regard  to  all  the  toilers. 

See  Us  place  as  the  the  problem  of  the  proletary 

J,  » n d ‘be  ^ *"2£3  peoples.  In  this  matter  mme 
We  for  all  cases,  all  count  « hc  same  recipe  to  all  counttm 
dism,  the  application  ofonoa  ^ ^ a0>  to  ignorance;  and 
eoui valent,  if  you  alb  , it  stalks  about,  mr 


lllt and  the  people’s  front,^  ^ In  tbis  matter  uwver 

» for  aU  cases,  all  count  , same  recipe  to  all  countnts 

ism,  the  application  of  one  ^ ^ ^ s0>  to  ignorance;  aE; 

equivalent,  if  you  ^ stalUs  about,  naj. 

-”«£*$&  it%?a°lks  about,  in  the  **  °<  * 

SSted  schemes.  (APP^se.) 
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The  Rrfe  of  Social-Democracy  and  its  Attitude  Towards  the 

Ihtitrd  Front  of  thr  Proletariat. 


(jom ratios t view  uf  the  lactk-tl  problems,  confronting  it 

, very  important  t n y iu’  a ctirrect  reply  to  the  question  of  whether 
Jj >CHM>rr,icy  at  the  present  time  is  ^till  the  piincipal  bulwark 
‘ f jhe  liour^toisle,  and  if  so,  where? 

Some  id  the  comrades  who  participated  in  the  discussion 
f Comrades  h'lorin,  I Hilt  f touched  upon  this  question,  but  in  view 
of  its  importance  a fuller  reply  imist  be  given  to  it,  for  it  is  a 
ucstion  which  workers  c>i  sill  trends,  particularly  Social- 
Democratic  workers,  are  asking  and  cannot  help  asking. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  in  a number  of  countries  the 


losition  of  Social- Democracy  in  the  bourgeois  state,  and  its  atti- 
tude towards  the  bourgeoisie,  have  been  undergoing  a change. 


jn  the  llrst  place,  the  crisis  has  thoroughly  shaken  the  position 
of  even  the  most  secure  section  of  the  working  class,  the  so-called 
aristocracy  of  labour,  upon  which,  as  we  know.  Social -Democracy 
relies  f°r  support.  This  section,  too,  is  beginning  more  and  more 
♦o  revise  its  views  as  to  the  expediency  of  the  policy  of  class 
collaboration  with  the  bourgeoisie. 

Second,  as  I pointed  out  in  my  report,  the  bourgeoisie  in  a 
number  of  countries  is  itself  compelled  to  abandon  bourgeois 
democracy  and  resort  to  the  terroristic  form  of  its  dictatorship, 
depriving  Social-Democracy  not  only  of  its  previous  t>osition  in 
the  political  system  of  finance  capital,  but  also,  under  certain 
conditions,  of  its  legal  status,  persecuting  and  even  suppress- 


ing d 


Third,  under  the  influence  of  the  lessons  learnt  from  the 
defeat  of  the  workers  in  Germany,  Austria  and  Spain,  a defeat 
which  was  largely  the  result  of  the  Social -Democratic  policy  of 
class  collaboration  with  the  bourgeoisie,  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
under  the  influence  of  the  victory  of  Socialism  in  the  Soviet  Union 
as  a result  of  Bolshevik  policy  and  the  application  of  living,  revo- 
lutionary Marxism,  the  Social-Democratic  workers  are  becoming 
revolutionised,  are  beginning  to  turn  to  the  class  struggle  against 
the  bourgeoisie. 

The  joint  effect  of  all  this  has  been  to  make  it  increasingly 
difficult,  and  in  some  countries  actually  impossible,  for  Social- 
Democracy  to  preserve  its  former  role  of  bulwark  of  the 
bourgeoisie. 

Failure  to  understand  this  is  particularly  harmful  in  those 
countries  in  which  the  fascist  dictatorship  has  deprived  Social- 
Democracy  of  its  legal  status.  From  this  point  of  view  tbe  self* 
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S3  •"»>  «*  Soclal.Dvmov?*i'c 

workers  ,1  |,osilion  uni,ts  without  any  inter. 

IffSAStm**  'Vi',b  SS*  this  will  he  a more  ot 
w,n./'  f„„es  ' In  a number  of  d am\  prolonged  process, 

med5 £ I,nf  a niore  or  less  cojnpl^1  correctUv.ss  of  our  policy 
leSSd.‘!n^  taa-ndo"..  *‘*W  "3th  the  possibility  that,  £ 
'Tm'etiM  We  must  even  tec  k ^mborotioit  with  tile  hour. 
0nli  l.  trotn  the  liosition  of  c,*?WIje  •gainst  the  bourceoisie, 
..  . position  of  class  s snisations  will  continue  to 
Z££5*S£«&  Par’1S.„ToSnl«tions  or  parties.  „ 
exist  for  a time  as  ,l“l“1“r"  E be  no  thought  of  such  Socuk 
such  event  there  can.  of  course  ^ ^ ftgluM  „ . bulwark 
nemocratic  orgamsatiotts  or  P 

of  the  bourgeoisie.  Social-Democrat.o  workers 

It  cannot  be  '^ed,'  ' f the  ideology  of  class  collaborate, 
Ivho  are  under  the  been  instilled  in  them  tn  the 

with  the  bourgeoisie,  "*,C"  idcology  of  their  own  accord, 

course  of  decades,  will  part  witn  ^ It  is  our  business,  the 

actuated  solely  by  objective  c.  j them  free  themselves  from 
business  of  the  Communists,™  ^ u.ork  of  explaining  the 
the  hold  of  reformist  Kieo,°f>ommunism  must  be  carried  on 
principles  and  programme  or  muSt  be  adapted  to  the 

patiently,  in  a comradely  f . e ’individual  Social-Democratic 
legreo  of  development  , I)eJUOcraCy  must  become  more 

corkers.  Our  criticism  of  buc  on  the  experience  of 

specific  and  systematic,  and  ° lvCS. 

he  Social-Democratic  hat  primarily  by  utilising  their 

“It  must  be  borne  in  n ^he  Communists  against  the 

He^ibie 

workers.0  Th°"re  is  no  more  eSective  means  of  the 


cocld  l- Democrat  ic  workers  abandoning  llieir  vacillation  »iul 
joiilits  than  participation  in  the  proletarian  united  front. 

\Ve  shall  do  all  in  our  power  to  make  it  easier,  not  only  for  the 
gonial- Democratic  workers,  but  also  for  those  leading  members  of 
gpcial- Democratic  Parties  and  organisations  who  sincerely  desire 
to  adopt  the  revolutionary  class  position,  to  work  and  fight  with 
tis  against  the  class  enemy.  At  the  same  time  we  declare  that  any 
Social- Democratic  functionary,  lower  official,  or  worker  who  con- 
tinues to  uphold  the  disruptive  tactics  of  the  reactionary  Social- 
penicratic  leaders,  who  come  out  against  the  united  front  and 
thus  directly  or  indirectly  aid  the  class  enemy,  will  thereby  incur 
at  least  equal  guilt  before  the  working  class  as  those  who  are 
historically  responsible  for  having  supported  the  Social- 
Deriiocratic  policy  of  class  collaboration,  the  jrolicy  which  in  a 
number  of  liuropean  countries  doomed  the  revolution  in  1918 
and  cleared  the  way  for  fascism. 

The  attitude  adopted  towards  the  united  front  is  the  dividing 
line  between  the  reactionary  sections  of  Social-Democracy  and  the 
sections  that  are  becoming  revolutionary.  Our  assistance  to  the 
latter  will  be  the  more  effective,  the  more  we  intensify  our  fight 
against  the  reactionary  camp  of  Social-Democracy  participating 
In  a bloc  with  the  bourgeoisie.  And  within  the  Left  camp  the 
self-determination  of  the  various  elements  will  take  place  the 
sooner,  the  more  determinedly  the  Communists  fight  for  a united 
front  with  the  Social-Democratic  Parties.  The  experience  of  the 
class  struggle  and  the  participation  of  the  Social-Democrats  in 
the  united  front  movement  will  show  who  in  that  camp  will  prove 
to  be  " left  ” merely  in  words  and  who  is  really  Left. 

77ie  United  Front  Government . 

While  the  attitude  of  Social-Democracy  towards  the  practical 
realisation  of  the  united  proletarian  front  is,  generally  speaking, 
the  principal  indication  in  every  country  of  whether  the  previous 
role  in  the  bourgeois  state  of  the  Social-Democratic  Party  or  of  its 
individual  parts  has  changed,  and  if  so,  to  what  extent,  the  a((i- 
iude  of  the  Social -Democrats  on  the  issue  of  a united  front 
government  will  be  a particularly  clear  test. 

When  a situation  arises  in  which  the  question  of  creating  a 
united  front  government  becomes  an  immediate  practical  problem, 
this  issue  will  become  decisive,  the  touchstone  for  the  policy  of 
Social-Democracy  in  the  given  country  : either  jointly  with  the 
fascist-bound  bourgeoisie  against  the  working  class,  or  jointly 
with  the  revolutionary  proletariat  against  fascism  and  reaction, 

J3 


. . Tlmt  i*  how  the  question  win 

. ,olie  ill  |g ,t  the  tlm«  *l,c  ‘,niK<1  fronl  Rovcr,",l«m  U 

2m  SKTS**  *•  , 

formed  vvtl 


SUw  JMTS* ob.«.  *.  chMJ 

ofllK  well  J'S  ,,H  . To  expect  ns  over  mu]  a]J( 

t ;!;!?, rnVu.Hl  all  conditions  under  which 

SSS  'vou,d  mean  10  mv,te  Iulik‘ 

£««.  „ nflte  Of  warning  aga  instover-si  mp]ifiCft. 

would  like  to  «tt« ;■  nnv  hara-end-f«st  rules  m tins  question, 
don  or  the  appUMuen  • > sc!lc!1u-.  1*01  example,  u would 

•fc  is  more  complex  than  ■ onUed  from  government  is  an 

wrong  to  imas«f«  tha  d to  ,he  establishment  of  the  prole. 
taJhpM*  SW  “ejs  iust  as  wrong  as  the  former  assertion 
tqmfl  dictatorship*  ' ,jforv  stogvs  m the  fasust  countries 
S;::her..mtb5«;o^;"„,,ai,.  .»  be  ««.*,  s„Mt. 

srfld'by  nrole,aria".‘llCt^ n ‘ down  to  this:  will  ,he  P™lMari„ 
The  whole  question  non  mopient  for  the  direct  overthrow 

itself  be  prepared  at  e,tabijshment  of  its  own  power  aivd 

of  the  bourgeoisie  and  tn\  ‘ cure  the  support  of  its  allies? 
will  it  be  able  in  that  event  proletarian  front  and  the 

Or,  will  ‘he  movement  < 1 particular  stage  be  in  a position 
u i-tois,  pKpl^  without  direct1-  - 

cnni 


■ §«  uic  itiucf 

...  sh  the  dictatorship  " of^ol itical  shortsightedness, 

case  it  would  be  an  int0*™  pities,  to  use  this  alone  as  , 
and  not  serious  revolutmW  P°  t $ unitea  front  0r 

ground  for  refusing  to  create 

people's  front  Xoverament  ujiderStan(,  that  the  establishment 
It  is  likewise  not  dime  ^ wbere  fascism  is  not  yet 

of  a united  front  governm ■ from  the  creation  of  such  a 

in  power  is  something  ^ - tj.e  fascist  dictatorship  holds 
government  in  countries  u . , front  government  can  be 

Ly.  In  the  latter  cotuttnea  a -"J  In 

created  only  in  the  P democratic  revolution  is  develop- 

MW.(^wh«e.he  = ’■  Z Mbtcomc  ,hc  government  „ 


created  on*  * <W 

“ritop"  govefnment^rnay  become  the  government  „f 
Z democratic  dictatorship  of  the  worktng  class  and  the 

” A^have  already  pointed  out  in  my  report  the  Communists 
wilfdo  all  in  their  power  to  support  a uuited  front  government 
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th^  extent  ill  at  thu  latter  will  really  fi^ht  the  enemies 

tbt  ptoplc  and  grant  freedom  of  action  to  the  Communist  Party 
°n£j  |Q  tile  working  class.  The  question  of  whether  Communists 
* ill  take  part  in  the  Kovcriimcm  will  U iletermined  entirely  by 
'he  actual  situation  prevailing  at  the  time*  Such  questions  will 
he  settled  as  they  arise.  No  handy  recipes  can  be  prescribed  in 

advance- 

Attitude  Totvardb  li<~>urgcois  /Jiinocracy. 

Comrade  I-cnskt  pointed  out  in  his  speech  that  " while  mobi- 
lising 'he  masses  to  repel  the  onslaught  of  fascism  against  the 
rights  of  the  toilers,  the  Polish  Party  at  the  same  time  had  its 
misgiving*  about  formulating  positive  democratic  demands  iti 
order  not  to  create  democratic  illusions  among  the  masses.”  The 
Polish  Party  is,  of  course,  not  the  only  one  in  which  such  fear  of 
formulating  positive  democratic  demands  exists  in  one  way  or 
another. 

Where  does  that  fear  come  from,  comrades?  It  conies  from 
an  incorrect,  non-dialectical  conception  of  our  altitude  towards 
bourgeois  democracy.  We,  Communists,  are  unswerving 
upholders  of  Soviet  democracy,  the  great  prototype  of  which  is 
the  proletarian  dictatorship  in  the  Soviet  Union  where  the  intro- 
duction of  equal  suffrage,  and  the  direct  and  secret  ballot  is  pro- 
claimed by  resolution  of  the  Seventh  Congress  of  Soviets  at  the 
same  time  that  the  last  vestiges  of  bourgeois  democracy  are  being 
wiped  out  in  the  capitalist  countries.  This  Soviet  democracy 
presupposes  the  victory  of  the  proletarian  revolution,  the  con- 
version of  private  property  in  the  means  of  production  into  public 
property,  the  embarking  of  the  overwhelming  majority  of  the 
people  on  the  road  to  Socialism.  This  democracy  does  not  repre- 
sent a final  form;  it  develops  and  will  continue  to  develop  in 
proportion  as  further  progress  is  made  in  socialist  construction, 
in  the  creation  of  classless  society  and  in  the  overcoming  of  the 
survivals  of  capitalism  in  economic  life  and  in  the  minds  of  the 
people. 

But  to-day  the  millions  of  toilers  living  under  capitalism  are 
faced  with  the  necessity  of  taking  a definite  stand  on  (hese  for  ms 
in  which  the  rule  of  the  bourgeoisie  is  clad  in  the  various 
countries.  We  are  not  anarchists  and  it  is  not  at  all  a matter  of 
indifference  to  us  what  kind  of  political  regime  exists  in  any 
given  country  : whether  a bourgeois  dictatorship  in  the  form  of 
bourgeois  democracy,  even  with  democratic  rights  and  liberties 
greatly  curtailed,  or  a bourgeois  dictatorship  in  its  open,  fascist 
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, M Soviet  ckmocraty.  tec  wJ(l»  d 
HcitiK  »phoWtfl4  which  the  working 

,«.*  **  »*  TSfJ**  *> stublH,r,i  *"g*lc- and  c, 

„Um.v  be"  "■ “ ' c tteritco  of  the  " V I>K  "»» 

H,.h  «rcat  were  » strike,  a hRal  ^ln(Us  (or  Its  tr*d' 

t rirs  it  secured  ,h<  .mblv  and  freedoin  °* 1 ,c  l‘r,:ss>  extent, „ 

tniions.  • hc  *****  oi  her  rights  ! I low  .roa  nv  1 tn  s * * f l',0«  san«iv 
«f  the  franchise,  nm!  j„  the  revolutionary  battles  fouKjlt  . 

°!  Z,tm  S««  ,h''r„,|,  «„,ory  lo  m*>  olfiK-ntary  ri8ll„ 

Kram'e  »' lhe  of  organisms  tin.,  mius  for  ^ 

1 V the  lawful  oppoftl11  • The  proletariat  of  all  eomUrj 
1,111  . , the  explo't1  ' moeratir  lit,....; 


I the  lawful  oi  l''"  , The  pr«»K*iau.n  ■"*  countTi,,, 

Zaak  *«■""'•  ll'tiHS  ,o  win  bourscctdcmocrallc  lib«,i 

i,  **>  -*1*  * sjrSwi  *n  i«  •«<w‘h  *°  ”?m"  ,h™ 

and  will  naturally  hs*  ,Kn,rSeois  democracy  is  not  the  ,sa„lc 
Our  attitude  towar^  ^ at  the  time  of  the  Octal*, 

lltlder  a»  conduits-.  , jk  engager!  m a lifc-and-death 

Revolution,  the  ^ . ’ ^ies  which  op^sed  the  establish*! 

struggle  against  »«  P«  under  the  slogan  of  the 

meat  of  the  proletariat' > The  Holsheviks  fought  these 

defence  of  bourgeois  tit  boUrgeois  democracy  had  at  that 

parties  because  the  1”",  \ d which  all  counter-revolutionary 
tinie  become  the  the  victory  of  the  proletariat.  The 

forces  mobilised  to  CM  ■ * ( capitalist  countries  at  present, 

situation  is  quite  diffyco  _ . „ js  attacking  bourgeois  demo. 

Now  the  fascist  counte-  m()St  barbaric  regime  of  exploita- 

cracy  in  an  effort  to  ts  a toilinif  masses.  Now  the  toiling 

tion  and  suppression  o . countries  are  faced  with  the 

masses  in  a number  o _ choice>  and  of  making  it  to-day,  not 
necessity  of  making  a _ J ..  and  bourgeois  democracy,  but 
between  proletarian  < i ^ fascism. 

between  bourgeois  fmation  which  differs  from  that  which 

Besides,  we  have  now  a capitalist  stabilisation.  At 

■ffi  JMlffilS  '*?"o.  as  acute  as  it  is  to-day.  At 
th!  time  t was  bourgeois  diclatorship  i|.  the  form  of  bourgeois 
democracy  that  the  revolutionary  workers  were  faemg  m a 
number  of  countries  and  it  was  against  bonrgems  democracy  that 
they  were  concentrating  their  lire.  In  Germany,  they  fought 
against  the  Weimar  Republic,  not  because  it  was  a republic,  but 
because  it  was  a bourgeois  republic,  which  was  suppressing  the 
revolutionary  movement  of  the  proletariat,  especially  in  ipiS-ao 

and  in  IQ23.  . . 

Hut  could  the  Communists  maintain  this  stand  also  when  the 
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- , hiovi-iiigiiI  began  t < a raise  its  head,  when,  for  Instance,  in 
,|1(.  fascist*  in  Germany  were  organising  and  arming 
ndreda  of  thousands  of  storm  trooper*  against  the  working 
bj*  f of  course  not.  It  wns  the  mistake  of  the  Comm unists  In 
C umber  <>f  countries,  particularly  in  Germany,  that  they  failed 
* j.t.  1 utti  at  * ount  the  change#  which  had  taken  place,  but  con- 
*!’  uc(j  t„  repeat  those  slogans,  maintain  those  tactical  positions 
:..I,  had  been  correct  a few  years  before,  especially  when  the 


I'll  it  I • * w 1 9 m ^ 

i rugf?lc  for  **K*  proletarian  dklaiorhliip  v.as  nn  immediate  issue, 
*{T  l when  the  entire  German  counter-revolution  was  rallyinR 
tinier  the  banner  of  the  Weimar  Republic*  as  it  did  in  K>iS-ao. 

1 And  the  circumstance  that  even  to-day  we  must  still  make 
*fere nee  to  (ear,  in  our  ranks,  <4  launching  ] positive  democratic 
r*  nA  indicates  how  little  our  comrades  have  mastered  the 
\t .iixist-I-citinisl  method  of  approach i hr  such  important  problems 
V<>ur  tactics.  Some  say  that  the  simple  for  democratic  rights 
0y  divert  the  workers  from  the  struggle  for  the  proletarian 
jjctat0rship-  It  may  not  he  amiss  \*>  recall  what  Lenin  said  on 

(his  question  : 

**  It  would  he  a fundamental  mistake  to  suppose  that  the 


druggie  for  democracy  can  divert  the  proletariat  from  the 
Socialist  revolution,  or  obscure,  oi  overshadow  it,  etc.  On  the 
contrary,  just  as  socialism  cannot  he  victorious  unless  it  intro- 
duces complete  democracy,  so  the  proletariat  will  l>e  unable  to 
prepare  for  victory  over  the  bourgeoisie  unless  it  wages  a 
many-sided,  consistent  and  revolutionary  struggle  lor 
democracy. M# 


These  words  should  be  firmly  fixed  in  the  memories  of  all  our 
comrades,  bearing  in  mind  that  in  history  the  ureat  revolutions 
have  grown  out  of  small  movements  fur  the  defence  of  the 
elementary  rights  of  the  working  class.  But  in  order  to  be  able 
to  link  up  the  struggle  for  democratic  rights  with  the  struggle  of 
the  working  class  for  socialism,  it  is  necessary  first  and  foremost 
to  discard  any  cut-and-dried  approach  to  the  question  of  defence 
of  bourgeois  democracy,  (j-l/i/dnure.) 


A Correct  Line  Alone  Is  No f .Enough. 

Comrades,  it  is  clear,  of  course,  that  for  the  Communist  Inter- 
national and  each  of  its  Sections,  the  fundamental  thing  is  to 
work  out  a correct  line.  But  a correct  line  alone  is  not  enough 
for  concrete  leadership  in  the  class  struggle. 

• Lenin,  So/ccfed  [Forks,  Vol.  V.t  p.  a68. 
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For  thdt,  «»  «m»twr  ' *' “,mn  °®v*»l| 

the  (<*,linv "'R  . til  a fWn’>  thrtt  adopted  decihiuns  wj. 

Kirs*.  dff*£5|£  «nd  ttu.t  all  obstacles  In  the  way  JJ}|{* 

c*riW  ,Hlt  111  ' ' \Vli;it  I'niuradv  Suilm  said  q|  ulc  *•  * 

rts>lnl*b  1 1 ' . ,i, . c'omtiiUDi^t  l\nty  *’f  -Soviet  in.:** 

tcenth  OMgWj  " ntH-cS'iU  V <*’  'airy  01,1  th*  ,ilK'  of  the  Party' 

^"Vjtholw  beat.  *»  *»  enrfrcty’  ab°  0,1  lhe  dccisions  ^ 

our  Congress  adopts- 

Comrade  Stalin  ^ {J  jg sllf|*cici»l  to  draw  up  a cotrtM 

“ St;n,c  1 ( m il  lrum  ,hu  h,,USl‘tops; l ,,l,nciaU*  *t  in  th’ 
Party  lint-,  a ^solutions  and  carry  them  unJ? 

form  of  genera  ^ ‘ victory  come  of  itself,  automatically’ 
moo  sly  •»  order  to  wkj  ^ - wMOg>  Thos,  who  think  g. 

SO  to  speak,  l h 0n]v  jncorrigiWe  bureaucrats  hTk* 
that  are  greatly  »*  * fc  * As  a matter  of  fact,  these  success^ 
oflice  rats  «n  „„t  automatically,  but  as  a r„^ 

and  victories  vu  ‘ . out  the  Party  line,  \ ictory  nevet 

of  a fierce  struggle  ■ ^ ^ draKge<j  by  the  band,  Go* 
comes  by  itseU-  « ■ ■ ‘ in  favour  of  the  general  line  of 

resolutions  and  da  . • t)iev  ncrety  express  the  desire  ,0 

Party  are  only  a R After  the  correct  line  has  bten 

win.  but  it  -s  ' solt;tion  of  the  problem  has  been  found, 
given,  after  a con  . • ef  jn  which  thc  work  is  organised 

success  depends  on  J ^ struggle  for  thc  application  of 

?*  Xe  Partv,  on  the  proper  selection  of  workers,  <* 
the  hue  oi  the  1 au>  the  decisions  of  the  leading 

supervising  the  to,  , ]jne  Gf  the  Party  and  the 

organs.  Without  ««  f of  feeing  severely  damaged, 

correct  solutions  a corrCCt  political  line  has  been  given, 

More  than  that,  aU  tl  everything,  including  the 

the  organisational  whether  it  is  fulfilled  or 

fate  of  the  political  line  itseii, 

* II  * 

„i,i  anything  to  these  striking  words 

o,  oJmr&rS  must  become  a grid*  principle  to  to 

*hC Another  **£  1,  t 

Commune  Interna  tona  more  necessary  now, 

broad  masses  themselves.  I his  is  an  ui^ . 

of  th7^ntrnl  Commit^’ 

See  SocioJirm  Victorious,  pp.  78-9* 
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vve  tin1  fucirtl  with  thfc  task  of  urpuisiiiK  a untied  front  of 
'vlRllri>lctiiriat  and  drawing  I hr  broad  m&vtcs  of  the  people  into 
^lC  front.  The  political  and  tactical  ffeniuft 

-1’1  f'l'uin  arid  Stalin  is  t-vima-tl  Miosi  (dearly  and  most  vividly  in 
vniartcrful  ^ility  tn  ':ct  l*1e  raawa  to  understand  the  correct 
tintj  ibv  slogans  of  the  Tarty  through  their  own  experience, 
ll,ie  . follow  Up  the  history  of  Bolshevism,  lhal  greatest  of 
lfir  hovises  of  the  political  strategy  and  tactics  of  the  revolu- 
^^flury  nioveiuent,  we  can  see  fc^r  ourselves  that  the  Bolsheviks 
f l0tl * KiibstitiUcd  mo thf ids  of  loading  the  Party  for  methods  of 

rtcvcr  J 

Ldinir lhc  mn*sr 

Comrade  Stalin  jKiintod  out  that  one  of  the  j »eeuli ari lies  of  the 
tics  of  the  Russian  Bolsheviks  in  the  period  of  preparation  for 
**  October  Revolution  consisted  in  their  ability  correctly  to 
lAcml>ne  the  path  and  the  turns  which  naturally  lead  the  masses 
1 C the  sl0Sa,ls  l*,e  Party*  lo  very  14  threshold  of  the  revolt!- 
. »■  helping  them  to  sense.  In  tvst  and  to  realise  fmm  their  own 

voericnce  the  correctness  of  these  slogans.  They  did  not  con- 
fuse leadership  of  the  Party  with  leadership  of  the  masses,  but 
learly  s®w  the  difference  between  leadership  of  the  fir-t  kind  and 
lentlerstiip  of  the  second  kind.  In  this  way  they  worked  out 
tactics  as  the  science,  not  only  of  Party  leadership,  but  also  of  the 
leadership  of  the  millions  of  toilers. 

Furthermore,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  r It c (ooud  mus^is 
,(in«of  Bifitnilofc  our  decisions  unless  we  learn  (o  spf'afc  iht  Jon- 
•tiage  which  the  masses  understand.  We  do  not  always  know 
KoW  to  $i>eak  simply,  concretely,  in  images  which  are  familiar 
and  intelligible  to  the  masses.  We  are  still  loath  to  dispense  with 
abstract  formulas  which  we  have  learnt  by  rote.  As  a matter  of 
fact,  if  you  scan  our  leaflets,  nwvspaiwrs,  resolutions  and  theses, 
■you  will  find  that  they  are  often  written  in  a language  and  style 
so  heavy  that  they  are  difficult  for  even  our  Party  functionaries 
to  understand,  let  alone  the  rank-and-file  workers. 

If  we  reflect,  comrades,  that  workers,  especially  in  fascist 
countries,  who  distribute  or  only  read  these  leaflets  risk  their  very 
lives  by  doing  so,  we  shall  realise  still  more  clearly  the  need  of 
writing  for  the  masses  in  a language  which  they  understand,  so 
that  the  sacrifices  made  may  not  have  been  in  vain. 

The  same  applies  in  no  less  degree  to  our  oral  agitation  and 
propaganda.  We  must  admit  quite  frankly  that  in  this  respect 
the  fascists  have  often  proven  more  dexterous  and  flexible  than 
many  of  our  comrades. 

I recall,  for  example,  a meeting  of  unemployed  in  Berlin 


. . . ,„,iviir  It  was  nl  tlic*  time  of  th, 

before  Hitler’s  ft.cc'*3,^<ja(||^rs  «ml  speculators,  the  sk]^ 
Of  those  Jo  for  several  months  A »*|3j 

brothers,  which  < 8 . t]lc  meeting  made  demagogic 

H,  rrfvrrod  ...  ,h„ 

of  that  trial,  u crim«B  committed  by  the  Sklarek  brother,* 

the  bribery  ‘ ^ ]ml  been  dragging  for  months  anj 

emphasised  that  hundreds  «f  thousands  of  marks  it  i,  , 

S&  »»>,  rGr  i„hXle  To  tl.e  accompaniment  .?£* 
already  d Ja«d  that  «M»  bandits  as  the  Skl,,^ 

applause  the  P1  shot  without  any  ado,  and  the  mon,: 

brothers  should  1 * to  the  unemployed.  y 

wasted  on  the  trial  should  to  e S ^ ^ rhe  ch,. 

A Communist  rose  a • ^lIt  u„fier  the  Ijrcssnre  of  th 
first  refused  to  iecohJ\  ' f rom  t|,c  Communists  he  had  ,! 

audience  which  wanted  Rot  „p„,,  the 

let  him  speak.  expectation  what  the  ConitnunUt 

everybody  awaited  m*  ten^\vhat  did  he  say  ? Un’St 

speaker  won  ia\e  .Q  a ]olHi  and  strong  voice,  “ th 

" Comrades,  e international  has  just  closed.  %t 

Plenum  of  the  C .vation  0f  the  working  class.  The  chief 
showed  the  way  to  ;<•  * i0  win  the  majority  of  th, 

task  it  puts  before  y?U'  /t,crj  xhe  plenum  pointed  out  that 


Showed  the  way  to  the  the  £ 

task  it  puts  before  y®Ul  /f/fr  ) xhe  plenum  pointed  out  that 
working  class.  . . • *-  * t be  • politicalised.'  (Laughter ! 

me  Plenum  ctllsT us  to  raise  it  to  a higher  level."  (Laugh, ,r) 

He  wen.  on  in  the  s» e 

,h‘^,rsU;ea^hVe"  to  the  unemployed  ? Couid  ,hty 
find  any  satisfaction  in  the  fact  that  first  we  intended  to  politf. 
cilise  then  revolutionise,  and  finally  mobilise  them  in  order  to 
L their  movement  to  a higher  level?  (Laughter,  applause  ) ■ 

Sitting  in  a comer  of  the  hall,  I observed  with  chagrin  how 
the  unemployed,  who  had  been  so  eager  to  hear  a Communist  in 
order  to  find  out  from  him  what  to  do  concretely,  began  to  yawn 
,nd  display  unmistakable  signs  of  disappointment.  And  I was 
lot  at  all  surprised  when  towards  the  end  the  chairman  rudely 
;ut  our  speaker  short  without  any  protest  from  the  meeting. 

This  unfortunately  is  not  the  only  case  of  its  kind  in  our  agitj. 
ional  work.  Nor  were  such  cases  confined  to  Germany.  To 
gitate  in  such  fashion  means  to  agitate  against  one’s  own  cause, 
t is  high  time  to  put  an  end  once  and  for  all  to  these,  to  say  the 

:ast,  childish  methods  of  agitation. 

During  my  report,  the  chairman,  Comrade  Kuusincn,  received 
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. r,1(-terislic  letter  from  the  floor  of  the  Congress  addressed  to 
0 L 1 I el  nic  read  it : 

iTlC* 

“ In  your  speech  at  the  Congress,  please  take  up  the  follow- 
ing (piestion,  namely,  that  all  resolutions  and  decisions 
adopted  hi  the  future  by  the  Communist  International  be 
written  so  that  not  only  trained  Communists  can  get  the 
meaning,  hut  that  any  working  man  reading  the  material  of 
the  Comintern  might  without  any  preliminary  training  he  able 
to  see  at  once  what  the  Communists  want,  and  of  what  service 
Communism  is  to  mankind.  Some  Party  leaders  forget  this. 
They  must  he  reminded  of  it,  and  very  strongly,  too.  Also 
that  agitation  for  Communism  be  conducted  in  understandable 

language." 

I do  not  know  exactly  who  is  the  author  of  this  letter,  but  1 
no  doubt  that  this  comrade  voiced  in  his  letter  the  opinion 
11  d desire  of  millions  of  workers.  Many  of  our  comrades  think 


* t the  more  high-sounding  words,  and  the  more  formulas  and 
‘ es  unintelligible  to  the  masses  they  use,  the  better  their  agita- 
t'on  and  propaganda,  forgetting  that  the  greatest  leaders  and 
heoreticians  of  the  working  class  of  our  epoch,  /.cntii  and  .Stalin, 
l ave  al\va>'s  spoken  and  written  in  highly  popular  language, 
eadily  understood  by  the  broad  masses. 

r Everyone  of  us  must  make  this  a law,  a Bolshevik  law,  an 

element3ry  nde : 

When  writing  or  speaking  always  have  in  mind  flic  ranfe-and- 
file  worker  who  must  understand  yon,  must  believe  in  your 
appeal  and  be  ready  to  follow  you  1 You  must  fury©  in  mind 
fiiow  f01  whom  you  write,  to  whom  you  speak,  (/l/>plause.^ 

Cadres* 

Comrades,  our  best  resolutions  will  remain  scraps  of  paper  n 
we  lack  the  people  who  are  to  put  them  into  effect.  Unfortu- 
nately) however,  I must  state  that  the  problem  of  cadres,  one  of 
the  most  important  questions  that  confront  us,  received  prac- 
tically no  attention  at  this  Congress.  The  report  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  the  Communist  International  was  discussed  for 
seven  days.  There  were  many  speakers  from  various  countries, 
but  only  a few,  and  they  only  in  passing,  discussed  this  question, 
so  extremely  vital  for  the  Communist  Parties  and  the  labour 
movement.  In  their  practical  work  our  Parties  have  not  yet 

I ■ ^ l-  _L.  - 

* Cadres — here  referring  to  active  Party  workers  and  func- 
tionaries, or  officials. — Trartsl. 
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, t t . tli  it  OeoPlo,  radtrs,  decide  rat Xthiug,  -i., 

"** 'irl  b>i  awi It  Coti.r»de  Statin  tnugM  hs  to  d.>,  namely  Cy  ttft 
unabk  '^:^^aI(,dlfr  cultivates  bis  favourite  CrSf’,^ 

ffjSStaltW*  *°  W"' uU'  0iulus'  lo  ‘‘I'prwia^.*  JV’ 

Jr i*i  who  c*»  beof  use  t..  our  crnmoD  cause. 

An  indifferent  altitude  on  the  question  of  cadres  » dj  lh# 


rtf  f Pir>.  most  VilJliiflisn:  - ; ' * 'M  \\*a 

i learned  society  but  a militant  movement  which  is  const'* 
i„  i he  tiring  line.  Our  most  energetic.  most  courngwiu* 
clsss-consciotis  elements  are  m the  front  ranks.  It  IS  ,)rct].  t 
these  front-line  men  that  the  enemy  hunts  down,  murders,  t!ir<J.y 
into  jail,  puts  *»  concentration  camps  and  subjects  to  excrticfati . 5 
torture,  particularly  in  fascist  countries.  Ins  creates  the  Ve  J 
urKl.n,  necessity  of  constantly  replenishing  the  ranks,  cultivate V 
and  training  new  cadres  as  well  as  carefully  preserving 

existing  cadres. 

The  question  of  cadres  is  of  particular  urgency  for  the  a,].,- 
tional  reason  that  under  our  influence  the  mass  united  fro 
movement  is  gaining  momentum  and  bringing  forward  ma„ 
thousands  of  new  working-class  militants.  Moreover,  it  js  , * 
only  young  revolutionary  elements,  not  only  workers  ju_s, 
becoming  revolutionary,  who  have  never  before  participated  in  ' 
po!itic;il  movement,  lliat  stream  into  our  ranks.  Very  oft^ 
former  members  and  activists  of  the  Social-Democratic  I\1rt; 
also  join  us.  These  new  cadres  require  special  attention,  panic,, , 
Jarlv  in  the  illegal  Communist  I artics,  the  more  so  because  these 
cadres  with  their  poor  theoretical  training  frequently  come  im 
against  serious  political  problems  in  their  practical  work  which 
they  must  solve  for  themselves. 

The  problem  of  what  shall  be  the  correct  policy  win,  regard 
to  cadres  is  a very  serious  one  for  our  Parties,  as  well  as  for  the 
Young  Communist  Leagues  and  for  all  other  mass  organisations 
— for  the  entire  revolutionary  labour  movement. 

What  does  a correct  policy  with  regard  to  cadres  imply  ? 

First,  knowing  one's  people.  As  a rule  there  is  no  systematic 
study  of  cadres  in  our  Parties.  Only  recently  have  the  Com- 
munist Parties  of  France  and  Poland  and,  in  the  Fast,  the  Com- 
munist Party  of  China,  achieved  certain  successes  in  this  direc- 
tion. The  Communist  Party  of  Germany,  before  its  underground 
period,  had  also  undertaken  a study  of  its  cadres.  The  expert- 
enee  of  these  Parties  has  shown  that  as  soon  as  they  began  to 
itudy  their  people,  Party  workers  were  discovered  who  had 


remained  unnoticed  before.  < hi  tin*  other  hand,  the  Parties 


{a  be  P«r«etl  Ml  ^ifii  fclifiiu*nts  who  were  iikologically  anti 
politically  harmful,  It  is  suflicicnt  lo  point  to  the  example  of 
Ctlof  I hirin'  in  laramv  who,  U’hen  put  under  the  Bolshevik 

.X.  4 ■ ir  1 t t- . _ , . 


^trtv'  -i  "mvii  unvivi  iiiv  t ji  v i n 

!nicrt>sc°PL'  turn  eel  out  to  t>e  agents  of  the  cla&s  enemy  and  were 
thrown  out  oi  the  1 arty.  In  1'oland  and  in  Hungary  the  verifica- 


i . a<*  * * jr  hire  > i i 1 1 it.  i» ♦ 

don  of  cadres  made  it  easier  to  discover  nests  of  provocateurs, 
Dgeiits  of  the  enemy , who  bad  sedulously  concealed  their  identity. 
Second,  proper  promotion  of  cadres.  Promotion  should  not 
he  something  casual  but  one  of  the  normal  functions  of  the  Party. 

K js  bad  when  pi  omnium  i>,  made  exclusively  on  the  basis  of 
narrow  Parly  considerations,  without  regard  to  whether  tla-  Com- 
inunist  promoted  has  contact  with  the  masses  or  not.  Promotion 

should  take  place  on  the  basis  of  the  ability  of  the  various  Party 
workers  to  discharge  particular  functions,  and  of  their  popularity 
among  the  masses.  We  have  examples  in  our  Parties  of  promo- 
tions which  have  produced  excellent  results.  For  instance,  we 
have  n Spanish i woman  -Communist,  sitting  in  the  Presidium  of 
this  Congress  Comrade  Dolores.  Two  years  ago  sIil-  was  still  a 
tank -and- 1 ile  Tarty  worker.  Hut  in  the  very  first  clashes  with  tbe 
class  enemy  she  proved  to  be  an  excellent  agitator  and  fighter. 
Subsequently  promoted  to  the  leading  body  of  the  Party  she  has 
proved  herself  a most  worthy  member  of  that  body.  (Applause.) 

1 could  jx>int  to  a number  of  similar  cases  in  several  other 
countries,  but  :n  the  majority  of  cases  promotions  are  made  in  an 
unorganised  and  haphazard  manner,  and  therefore  are  not  always 
fortunate.  Sometimes  moralisers,  phrasemongers  and  chatter- 
boxes who  actually  harm  the  cause  are  promoted  to  leading 

_ . - * * a rt  r? 


positions, 

I bird,  //i£  ability  to  use  people  to  best  advantage.  We  must 

. 11  fc  _ . A ^ 4 ~ T.  1 . * I * „ . . 
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be  able  to  ascertain  and  utilise  the  valuable  qualities  of  every 
single  hi,  trie  worker,  I here  are  no  ideal  people*,  we  must  take 
them  as  they  are  and  correct  their  weaknesess  and  shortcomings. 
We  know  ot  glaring  examples  in  our  Parties  of  the  wrong  utilisa- 
tion of  good,  honest  Lommunists  who  might  have  been  very  use- 
ful had  they  been  given  work  that  they  were  better  fit  to  do. 

Fourth,  proper  distribution  of  cadres.  First  of  all,  we  must 
see  to  it  that  the  main  links  of  the  movement  are  in  the  charge  of 
strong  people  who  have  contacts  with  the  masses,  have  sprung 
from  the  very  depths  of  the  masses,  who  have  initiative  and  are 
Staunch.  The  more  important  districts  should  have  an  appro- 
priate number  of  such  activists.  In  capitalist  countries  it  is  not 
an  easy  matter  to  transfer  cadres  from  one  place  to  another.  Such 
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Tiumlicr  of  obstacles  mid  difficulties,  in*!.,., 

, MhJMiljWJ  win,.,!  *5 

£*  £ "o  lc~»«  *4  l **  uw*«r  5 

n.-L-u*rt  to  do  this  altogether. 

lulled  i \ sis  tone  e to  cadres,  asMstanr^  .1 


UC|Cmt  _ -Mfhiirff  to  CddrCS*  I htS  OMiStflllCt  tL 

Fifth,  tyftt"’*1  ft  - jnstniction  comnulcly  control  rvctir*1^ 

,.tc  the  nna  mLkcn  u,„l  concrete. 

tion  of  shortcoming  aim  *>tiay 

•nJSjSn.  witlnlraw  I’art.v  »™k'r*  to  the  rear  »;l,,„  ' 


£S?.x-s«  !•>«]"  v.—  we,":; 

S Stat  the  Party  ,»  co..«t.,e,  where 

i,  p rtiee  arc  illegal,  assume  paramount  responsil,,],,,.  for  ,h 

,lJr“at.on  of  entires.  (.-Ipplansc.)  The  prolwr  , 

Xa<o  presupposes  his  hie  effictcnl  orgamsatton  of  secrecy 
in  the  Party  In  certain  of  our  Pamcs  many  comrades  think 
that  the  Parties  arc  sufficiently  prepared  for  um  e^round  c«i„. 
inee  eeen  thousl.  they  have  Morgan, sed  hetn^lves 
formally,  according  to  ready-made  rules.  \V  e had  to  pay  very 
dearie  for  having  started  the  real  work  of  reorgan, sat, „„  onK. 


only 


after  t he  Party  had  gone  underground,  under  the  direct  heavJ 
blows  of  the  enemv.  Remember  the  severe  losses  ih,  tonm„mist 
Party  of  Germany  suffered  during  its  transition  to  underground 
conditions ! Its  experience  should  serve  as  a serious  warning  to 
those  of  our  Parties  which  to-day  are  still  legal  but  may  lose  their 

legal  status  to-morrow. 

Only  a correct  policy  in  regard  to  cadres  will  enable  our 
Parties  to  develop  and  utilise  all  available  forces  to  the  utniostj 
and  obtain  from  the  enormous  reservoir  of  the  mass  movement 
ever  fresh  reinforcements  of  new  and  belter  active  workers. 

W hat  should  be  our  wflfJi  criteria  in  selecting  caches? 

First , absolute  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  working  class, 
loyalty  to  the  Party , tested  in  face  of  the  enemy  in  battle,  in 
prison,  in  court. 

Second,  the  closest  passible  contact  with  the  masses.  The 
comrades  concerned  must  be  wholly  absorbed  in  the  interests  of 
the  masses,  feel  the  life  pulse  of  the  masses,  know  their  senti- 
ments and  requirements.  The  prestige  of  the  leaders  of  our 
Party  organisation  should  be  based,  first  of  all,  on  the  fact  that 
the  masses  regard  them  as  their  leaders,  and  are  convinced 
through  their  own  experience  of  their  ability  as  leaders,  and  of 
their  determination  and  self-sacrifice  in  struggle. 

Third,  ability  independently  to  find  onefs  bearings  and  not 
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be  afraid  of  assuming  responsibility  in  taking  decisions,  lie 
l^L0 fear*  to  take  ri^unisihility  is  not  a leader,  lie  who  is  unable 
* j{ splay  literature,  who  says  : *M  will  do  only  what  I am  told/1 
f pot  il  Jjtolihevik,  Only  he  is  a real  Bolshevik  lender  who  does 
Put  lose  his  head  at  moments  of  defeat,  who  does  not  get  a swelled 
Toad  1X1  moments  of  success  who  displays  indomitable  firmness  in 
^rrying  out  decisions#  Cadres  develop  and  grow  best  when  they 
C placed  in  the  position  of  having  to  solve  concrete  problems  of 
die  struggle  independently,  and  are  aware  that  they  arc  fully 


.p^nsible  U>t  tlu  ir  decisions. 

Fourth,  discipline  and  Bolshevik  Uatdi  iting  in  the  struggle 
against  the  class  enemy  us  Well  as  in  their  irreconcilable  opposi- 
tion to  all  deviations  from  the  Bolshevik  line. 

ty’e  must  place  all  the  more  emphasis  on  these  conditions 
which  determine  the  correct  selection  of  cadres,  because  in  prac- 
tice preference  is  very  often  given  to  a comrade  who,  for  example, 

„uiv  be  able  to  write  well  and  lie  a good  speaker  but  is  not  a man 
woman  of  action,  is  not  as  suited  for  the  struggle  as  some 
other  comrade  who  perhaps  may  not  be  able  to  write  or  speak  so 
well,  but  *s  il  stau,lcil  comrade,  jwssessing  initiative  and  contacts 
with  the  masses,  and  is  capable  of  going  into  battle  and  leading 
others  into  battle.  {Applause.)  Have  there  not  been  ever  so 
nianv  cases  of  sectarians,  doctrinaires  or  moral  istrs  crowding  out 
loyal  mass  workers,  genuine  working-class  leaders? 

Our  leading  cadres  should  combine  the  knowledge  of  Tt-Iial 
they  must  do — with  Bolshevik  stamina,  revolutionary  strength  of 
character  and  the  -will  power  to  cany  it  through. 

In  connection  with  the  question  of  cadres  permit  me,  com- 
rades, to  dwell  also  on  the  great  role  which  the  International 
Labour  Defence*  is  called  ui>on  to  play  in  relation  to  the  cadres 
of  the  labour  movement.  The  material  and  moral  assistance 
which  the  I.L.D.  organisations  render  to  our  prisoners  and  their 
families,  to  |>ol itical  emigrants,  to  persecuted  revolutionaries  and 
anti-fascists,  has  saved  the  lives  and  preserved  the  strength  and 
fighting  capacity  of  thousands  upon  thousands  of  most  valuable 
fighters  of  the  working  class  in  many  countries.  Those  of  us  who 
have  been  in  jail  have  found  out  directly  through  our  own 
experience  the  enormous  significance  of  the  activity  of  the  I.L.D. 
(d/^faure.) 

By  its  activity,  the  .L.D.  has  won  the  affection,  attachment 
and  profound  gratitude  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  proletarians, 
and  of  revolutionary  elements  among  the  peasantry  and  profes- 

• In  Russian — MOPR. — 7'ransi. 


. Iwcomc,  SO  to  speak,  a sort  0|  ■.  R 
nul  iicor11'-  11  ".‘'front  •>!'  <lu-  proletariat  am!  the  ami.f(Lvi' 
*»  " of  ll«  ,,n'*7  ’U  million-  of  f'Hms  1-toplv  the  ■■  jfi 
front,  (ht  |oj|itl^  classes  etnl MUled  against  fa* 

i»  " of  the ^ atM,  socialism.  If  11,0  1 L*D-  '*  to  ,*r. 
m,  fighting  for  P“  ...  jt  im,*t  tram  thousands  „f  iu 

jvc  militant'-.  V,, Jeter  am!  capacity  the  *pm«l  oj 

i»erm«  »>  * *'  rtant  or,.amsation. 

s extreme^  wu  , „ bourgeois  reaction  is  f-rowin„ 

- • «*m  conditions  .1..  .V  Kt.oomin  n«* 


T ' „ is  raging  and  the  class 
fascism  is  r.  Si  g fa  jncreflsinu  mi 

,1U.  role  Ot  me  - — '|)cC011R.  a genuine  mass  organism^ 

c.,|)italist  ou..tric»  (imrticttlmly  i„  (ascist 
. “I"”.”  i'.  must  »*>P<  «*lf  “ ,he  spec,,‘'  comlitions 

,h,L’™L ( SSV  as  categorically  ami  as  sharply  ns  1 
h";'  1 “hile  Vhar.aacratic  approach  ami  a sm.llcs,  alli. 
,n  ,hat  i.^.iiVnlilo  in  the  labour  movement  tat,., 


£ lilts*-' 

l T nllis!  StXV  ns  CtilVN— 

heo  ISitairwf^  approacn  «»u  » s-uuess  attj. 
m , L is  despicable  in  the  labour  movement  taken 
T-  there  of  activity  -f  «'»  >■'  »•  **•>  » attituu, 

n hnrdcriai  ot.  the  criminal.  (.W««*c.t  Tht  fijtht«, 
•orkitlK  claw,  the  victiias  of  readmit  ami  fast-  am  who  are 
In /in  iortlire  chambers  and  concentration  camp*, 
: 1,R?nj  . eiissir  families  should  all  meet  with  tin 


n evu 

he  workl'lf /'i^tortiire  chambers  ana  vamps, 

[f,nf  y„,,  ind  their  families  should  all  meet  with  the 

l,cttI  e"\'|iIJic  care  and  solicitude  on  the  part  of  the  orgnni*,. 
t s.vmpatheti  . * r p [prolonged  applause.)  The 

g-StWSJi*  nt,  discharge  its  duty  ^af 
dne  the  lighters  in  the  proletar.au  and  ant.-fasetst  mots,. 

nu  tieularly  in  physically  and  morally  presemng 
’ if  the  labour  movement.  The  Contra.. mats  and  royolu. 
ttSr.  who  are  active  in  the  I I 1 . orgattts.  .tons  m„s, 
» „ iierv  step  the  enormous  re.pons.lnl.ty  they  hear  before 
Siting  class  and  the  Communist  International  or  the  sue 
j|  fulfilment  of  the  role  and  tasks  of  the  I.I..P.  (AN’Imst.) 
omradcs,  as  you  know,  codres  receive  the.r  best  training  i, 
ireccss  of  struggle,  in  surmounting  difficulties  and  with 
ing  teds,  in  studying  favourable  and  unfavourable  examples 
id  net.  We  have  hundreds  of  examples  of  splendid  conduct 
res  of  strikes,  during  demonstrations,  in  jail,  in  court.  We 
thousands  of  instances  of  heroism,  hut  unfortunately  also 
few  cases  of  pigeon  -heartedness,  lack  of  firmness,  and  e\en 
ion.  We  often  forget  these  examples,  both  good  .and  bad 
I not  teach  Deonle  to  benefit  by  these  examples.  We  do  not 


IV  ihcm  whiit  *houU1  be  emulated  ami  what  rejected*  We 
^ _!  giudy  conduct  of  <mr  toi  unities  and  active  workers 
|tlli-  g class  conflicts,  at  police  court  heariiiRs,  m the  jails  and 
Jllnccniratioii  camps,  in  court,  vie,  The  good  sides  should  he 
^ light  ikiu\  held  up  as  models  to  be  followed,  while  all 

which  i*  rottrry  non-Bolshevik  and  philistine  is  to  be  cast 


that 


Since  the  Leipzig  tnid  we  have  had  quite  a number  of 


***  iradc*  apjKMring  before  bourgeois  and  fascist  courts  who  have 
frV»  that  numerous  cadres  are  growing  up  with  an  excellent 
5 l°iPIst sliding  "i  hat  really  cotisiiiutes  Bolshevik  conduct  in 

yJlllCi 


cOII]jut  how  many  wen  of  you  dt-Usaics  t,,  tiH-  Congress  know 


. tic-tails  of  the  trial  of  ihu  railway  men  in  Rumania,  know  about 
'IT!  trial  of  l-'iete  Scbul/  who  was  subsequently  beheaded  by  the 
!'L.;<ts  in  Germany,  the  trial  of  our  valiant  Japanese  comrade 


liJjawa,  the  trial  of  the  Bulgarian  revolutionary  soldiers,  and 
' other  trials  at  which  admirable  examples  of  proletarian 


hroisni  were  displayed?  (.Sfcy.n  of  applause,  till  rise.)  Such 
•orthy  examples  of  proletarian  heroism  must  be  popularised, 
w t he  contrasted  with  the  manifestations  of  faintheartedness, 

***  . * 7 ...  (U  urt"  l-  lTYfl  f tf  rAt  'lllr!  fr  I llli*  in  nxv  ^ ^ 1 


t contrasted  with  the  mnmtcstations  of  fainthtartcdness, 
"hibstinism,  and  every  kind  of  rot  and  frailty  in  our  ranks  and 
P fanks  of  the  working  class.  These  examples  must  be  used 
* ost  extensively  in  educating  the  cadres  of  the  labour  movement. 
m Comrades  l Our  Party  leaders  often  complain  that  Mure  are 
no  p*oPlc;  th;,t  the>’  :irt  short  of  for  agitational  and  propa- 

n(ja  work,  for  the  newspapers,  the  trade  unions,  for  work 

among  the  youth,  among  women.  N’ot  enough,  not  enough— 
that  is  the  cry-  'Ve  simply  haven't  got  the  people.  To  this  we 
could  reply  in  the  old,  yet  eternally  new,  words  of  Lenin  : 

" X/i ere  are  no  people — yet  there  are  enormous  numbers  of 
pcople.  There  are  enormous  numbers  of  people,  bcause  the 
working  class  and  the  most  diverse  strata  of  society,  year  after 
year,  advance  from  their  ranks  an  increasing  number  of  discon- 
tented  people  who  desire  to  protest,  who  are  ready  to  render  all 
the  assistance  they  can  in  the  fight  against  absolutism,  the 
intolerableness  of  which  is  not  yet  recognised  by  all,  but  is  never- 
theless more  and  more  acutely  sensed  by  increasing  masses  of  the 
people.  At  the  same  time  we  have  no  jieople,  because  we  have  no 
leaders,  no  political  leaders,  we  have  no  talented  organisers 
capable  of  organising  extensive  and  at  the  same  time  uniform 
and  harmonious  work  that  would  give  employment  to  all  forces, 
even  the  most  inconsiderable.’** 

•Lenin,  “What  Is  to  be  Done?”  Selected  Works,  Vol.  II,  p.  14a, 
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. ...iivt  In.-  thoroughly  grasped  hv 

These  words  oj  a guide  in  .heir 

Parties  *ind  »ppl|e<*  ; ,,  They  need  only  he  discover.-** 


‘ 1,1  <uir 
Varioii» 


mass  # j„  the  course  ...  • ■ ^ruK(.j 

must  be  helped  to  mV"  t.,ml1itions  where  they  can  really  h‘ 
they  n^u5t 

useful  to  the  miinists  arc  people  of  action.  Ours  is 

Comrades,  vve  C«nm  _ ^,,*1  the  offensive  „f  capj  l 

problem  threat  of  imperialist  war,  the  sUnKR]t  ^ 

against  f ^c.s.n  1 ^ n js  precisely  this  practical  task 

the  overthrow  of  ca  > ; unist  cadres  the  ob matron  to  equip 

that  imposes  n^n^  ,ltti0,,c>ry  theory.  l or  us  Stahn,  that 
themselves  with  *er0‘.nMV  action,  has  taught  us;  thCOru 


clarity  - 

cause.  . tiitorv  is  irreconcilably  hostile  to  any 

But  real  revolutionary  ,J.Je  toyinp  with  abstract  definj. 
emasculated  theorising.' . - ^ a guide  to  action,  Lenin 

tions.  Our  theory  ts  « ‘tlieorv  that  our  cadres  need,  and  they 
used  to  say-  h 1S  s”cn  ‘ , th'  ir  daily  bread,  as  they  need  air 

mc.l  i.  «baal r Z Moot  work  of  dra,lc„in  ’ 

water.  Whoever  really  scholasticism,  must  sear  them 

stereotyped  schemes,  o I _ } practical,  active  slrugRu 

out  With  ared-hot  mon,bothbyreai.drof  ^ an«J 

waged  together  with  a«  micrhty .fertile,  all-powerful  Bolshevik 
untiring  effort  to  grasp  s . Lenin,  Stalin.  {Applause.) 
theory,  the  teaching of  Marx,  ;ng  • necessary  to  dr 

In  this  connection  I cons* « p.  ^ pedants 

your  attention  to  the  w _uotij  that  our  schools  must  train.  N0 1 

ffeSS  front-rank  fighters  in  the  cause  of  the  working  class 
It  mus  leave  their  walls-people  who  are  front-rank  fighters 
iot  on  y because  of  their  boldness  and  readiness  for  self-sacrifice 
£2  £o  because  they  see  further  than  rank-and-file  workers  and 
know  better  than  they  the  path  that  leads  to  the  emancipation  of 
the  toilers.  All  sections  of  the  Communist  International  must 
without  any  dilly-dallying  seriously  take  up  the  qu«stmn of  the 
proper  organisation  of  Party  schools,  m order  to  turn  them  into 
smithies,  where  these  fighting  cadres  are  to  be  forged. 

The  principal  task  of  our  Party  schools,  it  seems  to  me,  is  to 
teach  the  Party  and  Young  Communist  League  mem  iers  there 
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our 


l**L’  Marxist  I Ami  nisi  method  Ur  thc  concrete  siiua- 
'Iti  i*1  Iiart*vU^ir  10  definite  conditions,  not  to  the 

**  pg]e  against  enemy  " in  Kt-ncnil  " hut  against  a particular  * 
Y-finite  enemy,  l or  this  purpose  n is  necessary  to  study  not 

d*  . * l.  ..  U.ltr.T  /J  f l.iif  1 1 . II*.  1..  _ . . ■ : * 


^ erejy  the  letter  of  Leninism,  hut  its  living  revolutionary  spirit* 

11  'fheie  are  two  ways  of  training:  catlreh  in  our  Party  schools: 
jvjrst  method  : teaching  people  abstract  theory,  trying  to  £;ve 
i cfii  the  greatest  possible  dosv  of  dry  learning,  coaching  them 
! \w  to  write  theses  and  resolutions  in  literary  style,  and  only 
- cidentally  touching  U|>on  the  problems  of  the  particular  country 


f the  particular  labour  movement,  it\  history  and  traditions,  and 
t)if  ex  per  it- 1 icv  of  the  Communist  Party  in  question.  Only  inci- 
dentally ! ... 

Second  method  : such  theoretical  training  in  the  fundamental 

inciples  of  Marxism-Leninism  as  is  based  on  a practical  study 
r*-  the  student  of  the  cardinal  problems  concerning  thc  struggle 

he  proletariat  in  his  own  country.  On  returning  to  his  prac- 
°.  , \VOrk,  the  student  will  then  be  able  to  find  his  bearings 
iidepvndently , and  become  uu  independent  practical  organiser 
leader  capable  of  leading  the  >r.as<e _t  to  battle  ajjaitisi  flic 
ettenty. 

>Tot  all  graduates  of  our  Party  schools  prove  to  be  suitable 
timber.  Many  have  phrases,  abstractions,  book  knowledge  and 
show  of  learning.  But  we  need  real,  truly  Bolshevik  organisers 
iind  leaders  of  the  masses.  And  vve  need  them  badly  this  very 
day  ^ does  !lot  n,atter  *f  such  students  be  unable  to  write  good 
theses  (though  we  need  that  very  much,  too)  as  long  as  they 
know  how  to  organise  and  lead,  undaunted  by  difficulties, 
capable  of  surmounting  them. 

Revolutionary  theory  is  the  generalised,  summarised  o.xpcri- 
ire  0f  the  revolutionary  movement.  Communists  must  carefully 
utilise  in  their  countries  not  only  the  experience  of  the  past  but 
also  the  experience  of  the  present  struggle  of  other  detachments  of 
the  international  labour  movement.  However,  correct  utilisation 
of  experience  does  not  by  any  means  denote  mechanical  transfiosi- 
1,-0, i 0f  ready-made  forms  and  methods  of  struggle  from  one  set  of 
conditions  to  another  set,  from  one  country  to  another,  as  so  often 
happens  in  our  Parties.  Hare  imitation,  simple  copying  of 
methods  and  forms  of  work,  even  of  the  Communist  Party  of  the 
Soviet  Union  in  countries  where  capitalism  is  still  supreme,  may 
with  the  best  of  intentions  result  in  harm  rather  than  good,  as 
has  so  often  actually  been  the  case.  It  is  precisely  from  the 
experience  of  the  Russian  Bolsheviks  that  we  must  learn  to  apply 
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pedantry  and  doetrinasusm. 

Tt  is  necessary  to  learn,  comrades,  to  learn  always 
s{tfp  (he  course  of  the  .struggle,  at  liberty  iml  j(li,  ’ •*  tv*, 
and  to  lie; lit,  to  light  »nd  to  learn.  We  must  J»e  ahit  ju  *°  loop, 
the  sre.it  teaching  of  War*,  Kngeh,  I-ettm  and  Stalin  «■,//, 
firmness  at  worlt  and  in  struggle,  nit),  Stalin's  inrlo>tcij 
0»  matters  of  principle,  toward  the  class  enemy  and  ,J  'IUy.  ■ 
from  the  Bolshevik  line,  nith  Stalin  s fault  swess  in  facc  0),la,°r,s 
c tilths,  nith  Stalin 's  revolutionary  realism.  I Applause .) 

Comrades ! Never  has  any  international  congress  of  r* 
munists  aroused  such  keen  interest  on  the  jiart  of  world  , ?fl*‘ 
opinion  as  ue  witness  now  in  ri'jjard  our  present  (jori  11 
We  may  sav  without  fear  of  exaggeration  that  there  is  8r<?3*- 
single  serious  newspajier,  not  a single  jwditical  party,  n0(  rt  ^0t  * 
more  or  less  serious  jH)litical  or  public  personage  r^Rlt 

following  the  course  of  our  Congress  with  the  closest  attontion110^  I 
'I'he  eyes  of  millions  of  workers,  peasants,  small  townsj,^  . 
oflkv  workers  and  intellectuals,  of  colonial  peoples  and  oppre.  C*  ' 
nationalities  arc  turned  towards  Moscow,  the  great  capita!  e>t*\? 
first  hut  not  last  jtale  of  the  international  proletariat.  M . 


more  or  less 
following  the 


' : ' . 1 . , . '“I’l'tausc  \ 

In  this  we  see  a confirmation  of  tile  enormous  importance 
urgency  of  the  questions  discussed  at  the  Congress  and  of  ■ 
decisions.  'I'he  frenzied  howls  of  the  fascists  of  all  count*', 
particularly  of  German  fascism  fuming  at  the  month,  only 
firm  us  in  our  belief  that  our  decisions  have  indeed  hit  the  m t ' 
(Applause.)  rk* 

Jit  the  dark  night  of  bourgeois  reaction  and  fascism,  in  wh‘  i. 

is  endeavouring  to  keep  the  toiling  masses  of  th 
capitalist  countries,  the  Communist  International,  the  int  * 
national  Party  of  the  Bolsheviks,  stands  out  like  a beacon,  show* 
ing  all  mankind  the  one  right  way  to  emancipation  from  the  yok" 
of  capitalism,  from  fascist  barbarity  and  the  horrors  of  imperialist 

The  establishment  of  unity  of  action  of  the  working  chss  in 
dec, she  stage  on  that  road.  Yes,  unity  of  action  by  the  organ.**, 
tions  of  the  working  class  of  every  trend,  the  consolidation  of  its 

struggle  3 SJ,  lereS  °f  'tS  activity  and  at  a]1  motors  of  the  class 
J he  working  class  must  achieve  the  unity  of  its  trade  unions. 


3° 


In  v**n 


(Jo  JOIHC 


forke** 


reformist  1 rat  If  union  leaders  aUcinpl  la  frighten 
ith  the  spectre  of  .%  trade  union  democracy 


l*IC  vc(|  by  the  interference  of  the  Communist  Parties  in  the 
4^*5*r s of  the  united  trade  unions,  by  the  existence  of  Communist 
frflcSns  within  the  trade  unions. 

T, > depict  11s  Communists  *\s  opj^menis  t*f  trade  union  detno- 
* 4-hr*t*r  nonsense.  We  advocate  and  consistently  uphold 

I*  I il'tTV  ' 

lie  ri«lit  of  the  trade  unions  • decide  tluit  problems  tor  ilie*n- 

]ves  VVc  are  even  prepared  to  forego  the  idea  of  creating  Com- 
11  uniat  fractions  in  the  trade  unions  it  that  necessary  to  promote 
trade  union  unity.  We  are  prepared  i<,  come  to  terms  as  to  the 
independence  of  the  united  trade  unions  of  alt  imlitical  parties. 
IJnl  we  are  decidedly  opposed  to  any  d,  fu  nd*  »■  e of  the  trade 
unions  on  the  bourgeoisie,  and  do  not  give  up  our  basic  point  of 
view  that  it  is  inijwrmissible  for  trade  unions  to  adopt  a u<  Hiral 
position  in  regard  to  the  class  struggle  between  the  proletariat 
and  the  bourgeoisie. 

The  working  class  must  strive  to  secure  the  amalgamation  of 
all  forces  of  the  working-class  youth  and  of  all  organisations  of 
the  anti-fascist  youth,  and  win  over  that  section  of  the  toiling 
vouth  which  has  come  under  the  demoralising  influence  of 
fascism  ..nd  other  enemies  of  the  people. 

The  working  class  must  and  will  achieve  unity  of  action  in  all 
spheres  of  the  labour  movement.  This  will  come  about  the 
sooner  the  more  firmly  and  resolutely  we  Communists  and  revo- 
lutionary workers  < >1  all  capitalist  countries  apply  in  practice  the 
new  tactical  line  adopted  by  our  Congress  in  relation  to  the  most 
important  urgent  questions  of  the  international  labour  movement. 

We  know  that  there  are  many  difficulties  ahead.  Our  path  is 
not  a smooth,  asphalt  road;  our  path  is  not  strewn  with  roses. 
The  working  class  will  have  to  overcome  many  an  obstacle, 
obstacles  in  its  own  midst,  as  well;  it  still  faces  the  task  above  all 
of  rendering  completely  harmless  the  disruptive  role  of  the  reac- 
tionary elements  of  Social- Democracy.  Many  are  the  sacrifices 
that  will  be  exacted  under  the  hammer  blows  of  bourgeois  reac- 
tion and  fascism.  The  revolutionary  ship  of  the  proletariat  will 

have  to  navigate  among  a multitude  of  submerged  rocks  before 
reaching  safe  imrt. 

But  the  working  class  in  the  capitalist  countries  is  to-day  no 
longer  what  it  was  tn  1914,  at  the  beginning  of  the  imperialist 
war,  nor  what  it  was  m tqiS,  at  the  end  of  the  war.  The  working 
class  has  behind  it  twenty  years  of  rich  experience  and  revolu- 
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, ionary  trials,  bitter  «f  “ number  ° * «>‘«c|,l1|  . 

Germany.  Austria  am*  .Spain.  . . 11 

Th„  ...nrj;inK  class  has  before  tl  the  inspiring  exnmpfc 

Sov/et  I'ii ion,  the  count ry  of  socialism  victorious,  exa|  * ‘h, 

*"n®uT  J ....  ..;lll  |>e  defeated,  of  how  the  work  in  1 °l 

K-overnuwnt  and  Md  M 
The  bourgeoisie  no  longer  holds  undn-uU  d dominion  „Vtr  „ 
who  e expanse  of  the  world,  Now  ike  wlortans  ,vorki„K  > 
rules 1 over  one-sixth  of  the  R obe  and  control  „ £*' 

Itretoh  of  territory  in  the  great  land  of  China  Va* 

The  working  class  assesses  a lirm,  udl-krut  revolution,*,, 
vanguard,  the  Communist  International,  It  has  a tried  and  rcc  * 
niserl  a great  and  wise  leader — Slalm.  I.Vinm  of  applause  *‘ 
n„  Cheers  and  shouts  of  greeting  from  oil  delegations.)  ' *li 
' The  entire  course  of  historical  development,  comrade 
favours  the  cause  of  the  working  class  In  yam  are  the  effort, ,1 
the  reactionaries,  the  fascists  of  every  hue.  entire  world  bo*, 
geoisic,  to  turn  back  the  wheel  of  history.  No  that  whe^j  • 
turning  forward  and  will  continue  to  turn  forward  until  a wort’* 
wide  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics  shaJ  have  been  Cstaf 
Ushed,  until  the  final  victory  of  Socialism  throughout  the  wh0L 
ivorld,  ( Loud , prolonged  applause.) 

There  is  but  one  thing  that  the  working  class  of  the  capita* 
countries  still  lacks — unity  in  Us  own  ranks . 

So  let  the  clarion  call  of  Marx  and  Engels,  Lenin  and  StaliQ 
the  battle  cry  of  the  Communist  International p ring^  out  all  th t 
more  loudly  from  this  platform  to  the  whole  world  : 

Workers  of  the  World  f Unite  f 

(Loud  prolonged  applause*  Ihe  vast  hall  resounds  to  shouts  irf 
" Hurrah  I " " Rol  Front ! " " Banzai ! " All  ri,c  and  sing  ft 
" Internationale”  The  German  delegation  offers  a triple  " #ct 
Front ! ” Shouts  of  “ Long  live  Comrade  Stalin  ! " " ^ 

live  Comrade  Dimitrov  l " are  heard  in  many  languages.  Tht 
delegations  of  the  various  countries  in  turn  sing  their  songs  o{ 
struggle.  When  the  singing  and  cheering  subside  for  a moment 
Comrade  Manuilsky  exclaims : 

" Long  live  the  faithful  and  tested  co»j/>awiw-fl/-<trmj  of  tfa 
great  Stalin;  long  live  the  helmsman  of  the  Communist  Infer, 
national.  Comrade  Dimitrov  ! " 

Renewed  enthusiastic  applause  and  cheering,  culminating  in 
in  ovation  lasting  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes.) 
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